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Fla » immediate occafion of theſe words of our Saviour, was « de 
bate amongſt his diſciples concerning pre-etninence, They had ima- - 
gined that hig kingdom was to be eſtabliſhed upon earth, and they 
looked forward to thoſe temporal honors and emoluments which = 
were to reward their attachment and Bay. a RY . 


310138] FF 8 * 
"Our Saviour in man of Scripture as fo We 


error, and in the preſent inſtance; he tile child before 
them, and informs them, that « Unleſs . be conyerted, and 
become as little children, they ſhall not enter into the kingdet 
{© of Heaycn.” —Implying,, by this ſtriking illuſtration, that tl 2 
were to renounce all their miſtaken ideas 67 human greatneſs, and "i 
| that, as his diſciples, ' muſt be Fav 22 only by the graces, —_— 
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"bo was i this 6 that they were to aſpire to the 8 


= that they were to encounter, upon earth,.the prejudices, the paſſions, 
= andthe oryzxces of mankind ;j for they were by no means to expect 


ſuch a ftate of things, as as ſhould accord with that ſingleneſs and 
purity of heart, 5 recommended; they were to be prepared for 
5 and for many cyils; they were tg.cope with calumny, 
deen un e pride, ambition, and a hoſt of worldly | luſts: But 
„ Woe unto thoſe” adds our Lord, „by whom theſe orreNcEs 
come; OFFENCES, gither againſt the perſons of holy and innocent 
men, or againſt the pure principles which they profeſſed and taught. 
Wed MIKOW ZRT rn 299 
From the general connexion of the words of the text, we ſhall be 
led to the contemplation of our holy religion in its firſt and moſt 
ſtriking characteriſtic; we ſhall in the next place briefly advert to 
| thoſe orreNces which it has had, and ſtill muſt have, to encounter 
from the de depravity gf, the world; and lafly Ys. we ſhall reflect r more, 
particularly. on the heavy, reſponfibili ity attached to i corrupters 
of its pure and genuine principles, to Whole influer ce and exam 
ple thoſe OFFENCES may, be jultly charged: 
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8 1 The firſt thing chat ſtrikes. us in contemplating 1 the genuine cha- | 
racter of Chriſtianity, is that engaging air of lowlineſs and imp licity, 
which o our TR W deſcribed, when he directed his FS 
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Far; : 11110 [It 
2 RT among iſt the more cal; ghtened Heathens who had arro gated 
to themſelves the | palm, of thing and philoſophy, ! had founded thei 
ideas of virtuous eminence on a certain awful elevation of 1 Fl 
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= hard and independent miagnanimity, which could Tarver F itn Jerry 
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Wall eüe vile changes and chances of human affairs. Tas 8 
concerning the dignity of virtue; Tux v held out the fancied p 
attainable by our nature; THEY too, looked up, with eyes of deu 
expectation, to the clouds of Heaven, and the dim proſpect of another 
world: but there was nothing ſimple, nothing endearing, nothing in 
their cold ſyſtem that ſeemed: to whiſper to the heart of man, ſick of 
enquiry, and eee e all Ly 
that labour «nd 4 gy Its will eds oſt,” u bon: 
K Unit! 21; 5 ; 211 0) Þ5! 102 i 
With this beben . behold, Saite base of b boaſt. 
Fil ſcience, Chriſtianity meekly coming forward. She does not lift 
herſelf aloof from the common cares of humanity: uniting the moſt 
perfect wiſdom with a humility the moſt engaging} the appears with 
the ſame beauty i in fickneſs and i in health; ſhe wears the ſame tinjlo 
ig joy and tete. 01, eee 07 enen 9 kn me 
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In the ſeaſon of proſperity he RS not „Him 4 whom 
4 abel every good and perfect gift ;” in the hour of anguith, her 
A humble and ids prayer is, Lord, if it be poffible, let this cup 
u mn nevertheleſs, rn inp e hit 
Ai V ending bet tom is oi eit 
While ſhe explains the moſt 0101 truths, ſhe "ORR to our as 
_ Teſt feelings; ſhe is our guide and comforter through the wilderneſs of 
our mortal pilgrimage : ſhe unlocks the ſilent priſon of the tomb: ſhe 
"ads us through the © Valley of the ſhpdow'of death: ſhe ſhews us 
the MIGHTY? drs pne pen, bereft of his weaptihs and ſtrength: 
ie bide us take the . Wings of the morning, and ariſe from the duſt, 
to light and to life; ſhe brings us before the throne of Him who - 
„Heth for ever} yet fein retaining "het primittye and peculiar | 
epi orion bog, ez 19 egniqeony ee "chaticer; 
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Di Happy had it boen for e ine WY with all its ge- 
nerations; could have vehoed back in univerfal harmony, this hymn 
.. of glory and of peace: then, with purer affections and more enlight- 
ened underſtandinge, we might have come before his preſence, whoſe 
myſteries were more clearly revealed to us, and have taken up the holy 
ag,“ Worthy is the Lamb that was lain. to receive honor, and 
« glory, and power, and worſhip, and ſttength. Then might we 
have looked upon the children of men, and bid, « Righteouſneſs 
«and. Peace are met together; Mercy and Truth have kifſed each 
, other 1 but Chriſt who hath ſaid It cannot be but that QFFENCBS 


60 come, ' hath taught us not to expect fo perfect . of Ger 
in this life. | 
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X the apoſtles, who were ant into the world as © Sheep amongſt 
% wolves ;” who ſtood innocent and harmleſs,. as children, in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation, were expoſed to fcarn, 
"inſult, and n ſo alſo, many and grievous were the 
ortzucxs which * 1 itſelf bad to Acer from Wen 
0 of human nature. Go IE ARE 
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How fook. way a rhe pure light which aroſe On them that ſat in 
« darkneſs and the ſhadow of death,” obſcured and cloyded1; How 
0 did thoſe orrznezs advance with rapid and gigantic ſtride, 
on whoſe diſaſtrous career we yet look back with horror ! Chriſti- 
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3 no langer appeared in her genuine and. artleſs beauty: tricked 


* in the motley trappings of Oriental and Grecian Fe 
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ſhe no longer exhibited that ſimple ave bp "of 

| beſpoke her the meſſenger of comfort from Heaven to a e ß 
guilty world: her plain and pious laws were forgotten ; a ſyſtem % _ 
of ſpiritual uſurpation took place of innocence and holineſs of life; ; 
inſtead of the majeſtic image of truth, and the gentle train of 
ſocial virtues, were ſeen the monuments of miſery and of crunes: 
Inſtead of the voice that ſeemed to ſay to the confliting paſſions. of 


man, * Peace, Peace,” were heard the cries of torture, and the 
ſhouts! * W ee © Ait 


FCW „ | 
og. Thanks be to God, that, notwithſtanding the ofrxncis, 
which ſo long impeded its progreſs, THAT BOLY: FAITH which 
ſhall ßaally prevail over fin and death, burſt at laſt through the 
clouds and darkneſs of error and ſuperſtition. Its ſhining orb on 
high, ſo long dimmed by portentous eclipſe, came forth ſerene 
and in ſplendour: its aſcending glory was ſhrouded, but ſuffi- 


cient light 5 72 et aan, chat piety, to the land 
e GINEE Fett ah 


"LM $a ket reaſon to mivice. it ſhould fem we led fo ut 
this time, when this our holy faith has been purified of its corrup- 
tions, its truths vindicated, its profeſſors diſtinguiſhed by an open. 
and liberal ſpirit ; and when the bigotry and perſecution, which 
appeared during the long tempeſtuous night of ighogance and bas- 
barity, have been ſucceeded by nn more enlazged, and morale 
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. * the wiſe ms wood, hivobben excicifel fir awaking the un- 
meored mind: to a ſenſe of duty and religion, in combating ſuperſti- 
"In. and: vindicating<Chriſtian liberty, and the rights of human rea- 
nz their abilities at another time, have been required to check the 
abuſes of this liberty, to correct thoſe extravagant refinements of 
reaſon, which carry men as ork 7701 1 truth, n dardarity ves » 
e ä 197 ae eee eh eee eee 
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=_ — . now, hilt; we rejoice that REASON 40 REI IOC ION have 
1 purſt the bands of ſenſeleſs ſloth und abject ſuperſtition, where can 
wo turn our eyes on the Chriſtian world without viewing orrences 
3 Which they have yet to combat, and mourning for the weakneſs, of 
Humanity. I might bete call your attention to thoſe exceſſes and 
enormitics which. have lately taken place, at a period the moſt en- 
= 5 lightened, and in A NATION THE Mos T REIN ED: but to point to I. 
3 ſcenes of horror and blood, would not become this place; and we 
pauſe at the remembrance of that voice which Kid,” * * Father, 


i * forgive them, for they R 1&3 e 
4 5 BP. 15 Ls 10 


Let us rather turn and bewail thoſe manifold orreNncEs of Which 
woe ourſelves are at this time guilty; and let us beet before The 

2 8 BY "8 Lord our my Lon =p ene TOU M i neee 
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| r en be ent in! er 5 
religious principles the public corruption of manners, and tile 
_, —_— bold and abandoned 9 moral and civil reſtraints. Aird 


8 | Bonet dom 
bv We are not, indeed, deſtitute of fore feelings, which might do 
T honor to our character and profeffion. We diſplay, amidſt the 

pedoudeſt ſbenes of our ſplendor and luxury, the works of Charitable 

= | a munifi- 


munifieence: we ſupport: eſtabliſhments "Mt ha moor „ beg od 
the friendleſs; and we hold out a hand of liberal comp EX * |. : 3 "x Hl 
without regarding religious diſtinctions, to thoſe whom ae | 
or the chance of war, has caſt deſtitute and naked on our | ſhores,” 
Theſe things have their praiſe, / But oh! ſpirit of holy Chriſtianity,” 
where ſhall we now look for thy pervading influence? .- Thy fim- 
plicity and humility ? Thy gratitude to Heaven, amidſt” its 
bleffings ? Thy ſubmiſſion in the day of viſitation} Thy reliance” 
on the protection of Providence? Thy prayer in a ſeaſon of deartn 
and danger, to Him who Giveth food to the young Navens that 
« call upon him; who alone, is able to ſtill The roaring of 
«the ſca, and the noiſe of: his waves, and madneſs. of the people? 
Shall we find thee in the circles of ſplendid diſſipation! Shall 
we find thee among thoſe who kindle the ſtrife of uncharitableneſs, 
and party animoſity? - Among thoſe Who ſpurn tlie ties of 2 


plighted faith,” and trample under their _ the: confidence me 
W e AIRES 07 iy a Tec, 


7 We cannot] Jock far: within dessen i ergy rank of 1 life, 
how little there remains among us, of that ſpirit which ** guffereth 
« long and is kind; which envieth not, which vaunteth not itſelf, is 
4 not puffed up. is not caſily provoked, 0 ao end, 2 een 
< not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.“ 


* 


But whilſt this appearance of univerſal 8 r manners, 
fo oppoſite to the temper and ſpirit of Chriſtianity, ſtrikes us 
wherever we turn our view; let us reflect particularly on the heavy | 
reſponſibility attached to thoſe, to WIS inen en 2 
oryanure' iy it Boon 0 e i en 
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15 e vnro uns, BY WHOM: THE OFFENCE COMETH. 
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1 e heed ad looking ovine thoſe, who: from 3 


5 education, or proſeſſion, hold the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank in civi- 


lized ſociety. If theſe Men are found deficient, if Tuxr forget 
thair duties, if TH2v. abuſe their truſt, if THz V abandon the cauſe. 
Which they were bound to defend, the more alarming will be the 
evil, and the greater their condemnation. Do thoſe, let us firſt 
"aſk, who move in the moſt elevated ſphere of life, exhibit that, 
Lak which 28 n their Ration? 


10 ther vaunting a 8 thn ks; which lifts: vp 
its head in ſcorn, whilſt © The covenant of God is deſpiſed, the 
«« ways of Sion do'mourn.” It is to theſe who ſet the example 
of levity and licentiouſneſs ; who waſte their time, and the talents 
committed to them for higher purpoſes, in guilty diſſipation ; 
that ** Wiſdom uttereſt her voice,” that ſhe cries in the chief places 
of the city, How long will the ſcorners delight in ſcorning, and 
< fools hate knowledge? Turn ye at my reproof.” The time may 
come, When ſhe may add, Ye have ſet at nought my counſel, and 
* would none of my reproof, I alſo will mock at your calamity, 
«I will laugh when your fear cometh | Then ſhall they call upon 
« me, but I will not anſwer, they {ball ſeek me, but 2 Mall 
% not t find me i 


All; are not . had are, kd Fon EOS oa mb 
and. contagious depravity of public life, the ſtill vale of their 
patrimonial ipheritances, where they might adminiſter juſtice to the 
oppreſſed, encourage the induſtrious, cheer the aged and the helpleſs, 
and ſhed the ray of comfort on the circle around their reſidence ! 


But 


% Bot w e n 10 Neun '6f 
public. Offenders! among us, af whom, ali, 1 ee 
in e A blatt 1 RIES: 07 Mer eie 8 
An Rd eb nen e nee e, e 11190 A 
10 mingle inſtruction with Abe to form "POM mind io 
habits of piety.and virtue, to tear off with manly: abhorrehcs,. the 
' maſk. of .ſanſyality, or licestiaus philoſophy; td exhibit in clearer 
colours, the mazeſtie and baauziſul, portrait af Truth, is the ub! 
province of thoſe, to whom: God has given fuperior endownicas, 'Y 
Nor are there wanting in this. age, abaſed and abandoned as it is, 
characters of the higheſt attsinments in literature, who! have Veen 
the moſt powerful advocstes of pioty and religion. Fo that 
Hluſtrious, (claſs. who have fo. ably food. forth as the charwpions 
of gur faith, let us add, with - gratitude and reſpedt,. theſe'* who 
have. rendered the leſſans of early inflryRios, mare captivating: and 
impreſp ye 4 and, in particular,. ane, wh: got only with zhe men 
powerful, elaquence, has ſhewn the evil conſequences of the de- 
praved manners of . the Great ; hat in a. mode the modi novel, and 
with views the- moſt. diſintereſted, ye. ed the page of a 
info 30 3h Ren por bg: hy" - 003" ON 
tat A i eee nga 
Wut we think with por hog on mr HOW", what 
ſhall we. fay, ta thoſe, who have not only - defanted the cauſb of 


virtue, hut hape been. active on che fide: of immoitityand” vice? 
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" repreſentations, endeayour to weaken the hold of morality, uhd to 
_ pervert the beſt feelings of the heart? For This, has the moſt 
” alluring-fancy,:''for This, has the moſt enſnaring ſophiſtry, for 
This, has the moſt ſpecious eloquence been employed ; to affall 
wude vita principles of moral rectitude, and to erhibit, inltesd 


If /the- chaſte! pattern of doweſtie love, and ſober truth, the 
* | , Fo __ 99 8 ſeariinental Profiigacy? - wad es 
Eo What. all wth n ate dhe ee their aaa ke 
_ le and licentious philoſophy, to the ſublime, the ſimple, the 
cCeonſoling doctrines of our Chriſtian faith? Who t ſport with our beſt 
4s hopes? Who would rob us of our pureſt comforts? Who would 
* perſuade. us that we are left helpleſs and abandoned in the immen- 
ſity of the univerſe,” without a Father in Heaven to behold us, or 
a God to reward our truſt in his mercies? The ti me would fail 


me to enumerate other '0xyENCEs and other Offenders againſt 


religion and morals, againſt * civil reſtraints, * wie laws and or- 
Ainances, againſt the plain and practical duties of wap. 
rity. __—_ and re Net my 
* A — wat +0 04 6109 Ani 5 RI 


1 But acid hays * aid, to Quins" us how! many {as fi, 
1 9 deplore and to correct. We may behold among the 
= rich, a ſpirit of levity and licentiouſneſs : an open defiance. of 
= . religion and its moſt awful ſanctions: we may behold; the morals 
= of the riſing generation vitiated : we may. hear the name of our 
3 : maoſt holy faith openly. blaſphemed: and we may perceive all the 
NT aa ſubordinations of ſocial life, jarring and. diſcordant. 
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| tious conduct, endeavoured to exhibit a blameleſs example, in the 


1nIn-Jooking: at bebte Which ſprout us, Mm 

remember the fimplieity which | the Goſpel/ requires; have 2 N y 
thei Miniſters: of that Goſpel,” inveſted» with a peculiar I YN 
and ſtanding in à diſtinguiſhed ſituation, no queſtions to aſk o. 
ſelves? Whilſt we lift up our voice againſt thoſe, hy whoſe fault 
Sorry come; may we not enquire of our hearts, and like the 
Diſciples of our Saviour, when one amongſt them was denounced * * 

as faithleſs, ſay with fearful anxicty, « Lord, is it I?” Hay 1 

| by in any ways inſtrumental in promoting thoſe oxFENCes, whith 
it was my duty to repel? Have I, by an upright and conſcien- 


midſt of a corrupt and perverſe generation? Have I ſtudied to if 
adorn the doctrine I profeſs, and thought only upon Whatſoever 
« things are true, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good * K*. 

The beſt of us, e ne we bun infirmities, may 
have reaſon to ſmite on his boſom, and ſay, God be merciful to 
* me a ſinner.” But we ſhould remember, that from us is te- " 8 
quired, in a ſeaſon of reigning depravity, a more circumſpect con- +» 
duct; and a clearer teſtimony of chriſtian virtues. Heayy will be 
the charge againſt thoſe to whom it may be ſaid, in the language 5 
of the accuſing Prophet, The diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened ; 
{7 have ye healed that which was ſick ; neither have ye 

* bound up that which was broken ; neither have ye brought _ 4 
„ that which was driven r neither have ye W " 
«© which was loſt !” | £2" 


Seeing then that we have a great high prieſt that is ; paſſed into * : ö l 
*« the Heavens, Jeſus the ſon of of God, let us hold falt out 
% profeſſion.” | 13 
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